Proverbs Lesson on
Training a Child
Deuteronomy 11:18-19
“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
Proverbs 22:6
“”Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”
The disciples seemed to think that Jesus was too busy to be with kids.

· But Jesus told his disciples to allow the children to come to him.

· Jesus was busy but he also knew what was important in life and one of the most important things in life is to spend time with our kids.
Francis Thompson wrote, “Look for me in the nurseries of Heaven, I believe Jesus will be found there also.”
Lessons for Parents (concerned adults)
#1. Teach your children to fear the Lord
Proverbs 14:26 

“He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.”
The starting point in raising kids is to teach them to a “healthy” fear of the Lord

· Without this foundation the child’s life will be like a wave of the sea (back and forth)

· This can be done by focusing on scriptures about creation and God’s (father’s) love.
Key: Take your child outside at night and talk about the stars, moon, sky, etc…
#2. Teach your child to listen and obey
Proverbs 13:1
“A wise son heeds his father’s instruction but a mocker does not listen to rebuke.”
Proverbs 30:17
“The eye that mocks a father that scorns obedience to a mother will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley will be eaten by the vultures.”
Proverbs 1:8-9
“Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.”

Children need to be taught to listen and obey (this does not come naturally)

· Sadly the expectation of it does not come easy either

· Your child’s behavior is based on what you expect of him (if you expect him/her to listen and obey the first time, then that becomes their standard)
Key: What are your expectations for your children (remember they follow the examples they see)
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A. Expect them to respect what you say (they need to see you show respect to them/spouse)

B. Expect them to listen when you talk (they need to see you listening to them/spouse)

C. Expect them to look you in the eye when you/they talk (they need to see it from you)

D. Expect them to obey the first time (they need to see your serving heart them/spouse)
#3. Teach your child to respect authority
Proverbs 24:21-22
“Fear the Lord and the King, my son, and do not join with the rebellious, for those two will send sudden destruction upon them and who knows what calamities they can bring.”
Proverbs 28:7
“He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of glutton disgraces his father.”
Children must be taught respect (respect can be seen in warm greetings, thank yous, apologies)

Key: Examples of what/who children should respect
· God (and God’s word = Bible)

> Government (President, Police, Fire Rescue)

· Others feelings (other’s wishes)
          > Parents, Teachers, 

· Others property



> Siblings & Baby Sitters
Proverbs 20:11
“Even a child is known by his actions by whether his conduct is pure and right”
We can not just use the excuse (he/she’s not old enough to learn)

· Don’t be oblivious to your child’s actions (heart) 

· Not parents who kids are old enough to be away from home on their own (teenager) but the kids that are 3,4,5,6 years of age living with them day in and day out

· To know your child’s action is to know your child’s character
Note: Watch your child (encourage the good actions and correct the bad actions).

· It won’t be long before those actions become character

· The battle is for the hearts of our children not the outer exterior (Proverbs 23:19)
Deal with the heart not actions (kids can apologize with a bad attitude) we need to watch how they respond to correction, to winning, to losing.
· Are they pouters, whiners, boasters, silently rebellious, gloaters, etc…
All children are different (what works with one may not work with another) so we must discipline our kids in different way. Yet we must discipline.
· Before discipline we must instruct (help them understand why its coming) before and after

· Never discipline while angry (its not wrong to say go to your room until we decide your discipline)

· Make sure you reassure your love after the discipline (to discipline your child is to love your child)
Proverbs 13:24
“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.”
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Proverbs 19:18
“Discipline your son for in that there is hope do not be a wiling party to his death”
Proverbs 23:13-14
“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.”
Proverbs 22:15
“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but eh rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”
Proverbs 29:17
“Discipline your son and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul.”
Proverbs 29:15
“The rod of correction imparts wisdom but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.”
#4. Teach your child generosity
Proverbs 11:25
“A generous man will prosper, he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed”
Proverbs 21:13
“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor he too will cry out and not be answered”
We must teach our kids to share at an early age, to take turns at an early age, even share their favorite toy 
· If we want our children to prosper we must teach them to be generous.
#5. Teach your child the value of hard work
Proverbs 10:5
“He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son.”
Children should be given chores to do with the expectation that they can and will complete them.

· If parents wait on them hand and foot then they will grow up expecting that kind of treatment

· The parents must be consistent (or it does more damage than good)
#6. Teach your child to be proud of you
Proverbs 17:6
“Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children”
We want our children to make us proud but are we making our children proud?

· Be up on the latest fads (who’s hot in pop music, sports teams, movies, latest styles, etc.)

· Give your child a reason to be proud of you (stay up to date) get rid of your high school hair style, clothes and music (at least around your kids) 
#7. Trust Godly Training
Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not turn from it”
· Children are the greatest source of Joy & Anxiety (this is the area we are tempted mostly to not trust God in)
· We must learn to trust God, worry will not help (cast all your anxiety on him “God”)
