                                           Relationships in the Body


1) Why are kingdom relationships different?
John 13:34-35 Jesus commanded us to love each other as he has loved us. This quality of love is what makes us distinct as Christians.
Mark 3:35 We are Jesus’ brothers and sisters if we do God’s will. Because of this common purpose, Christian relationships transcend even blood relations.

2) How are they different?
1 Peter 1:22 Our love for each other must be sincere and from the heart.
1 John 3:16 Jesus is our example. Our love for others can be measured by how much we are willing to sacrifice for them.

3) What does this mean in practice?
1 Thessalonians 5:12 Different people have different needs.
1 John 3:17 Look after each other’s material needs.
Colossians 1:28-29 Let’s be concerned about each other’s spiritual well being.

Conclusion:
Ephesians 4:29 Be edifying.
Philippians 2:3-4 Be submissive not only to leaders (Hebrews 13:17), but also to each other.
Suggested: Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35, Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Hebrews 10:24-25, 13:1-2, James 1:19, 3 John 5

Practicals:
Make it a point to phone other disciples.
Hebrews 3:12-14 Spend time with other Christians in order to build relationships.
Pray for each other daily.
Introduce yourself to at least one new person in each service for the next month.
Write notes and cards to your brothers and sisters. Write also to leaders in your congregation to encourage them.

